
 

Page 1 of 3 

 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

OF PITTSBURGH 

 

 

No.  1001.1 

 

 

SECTION: COMMUNITY 

 

TITLE: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN 

 BOARD MEETINGS 

 

ADOPTED: June 27, 1990 

 

REVISED: June 24, 2015 

 

 

 

   

 1001.1.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN BOARD MEETINGS 

 

1. Purpose 

65 P.S. 701 et 

seq. 

 

The Board recognizes the value to school governance of public comment on 

educational issues and the importance of involving members of the public in Board 

meetings. 

 

2. Authority In order to permit fair and orderly expression of such public comment, the Board 

will provide a period for public participation and will formulate rules to govern such 

public participation in Board meetings. 

 

3.   Delegation of    

      Responsibility 

The presiding officer at each public Board meeting shall follow Board policy for the 

conduct of public meetings.  Where his/her ruling is disputed, it may be overruled by 

a majority of those Board members present and voting. 

 

4. Guidelines 

      65 P.S. 710, 710.1 

In order to insure the orderly conduct of public business, as well as freedom of 

access by the public to the Board, the following general guidelines shall apply: 

 

 1. Regularly scheduled meetings of the Board, sitting as a deliberative public body, 

shall be strictly confined to the business at hand and without participation of the 

public other than as spectators, unless invited in advance to participate by the 

Board. 

 

 2. As is customary in the operation of governmental bodies, hearings and 

presentations by citizens or employees will be accommodated separately from 

regularly scheduled business meetings of the Board. 

 

 The Board welcomes communications from the general public; upon request, the 

Board will arrange at convenient times for appearances before the Board, sitting 

as a committee of the whole or represented by appropriate subcommittees, the 

meetings to be public or private as may be suited to the subject at hand. 

 

 The Board also welcomes communications from employees relative to improving 

the educational process and to matters of employment.  While the normal 

channel of communication is through the Office of the Superintendent and 

Secretary for prompt staff and employee committee consideration and 
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recommendation, the Board may schedule individual testimony at public 

hearings, sitting as a committee of the whole or represented by appropriate 

subcommittees. 

 

 A public hearing is held each month (from July through June) at which  

residents, taxpayers or other individuals authorized to participate by law or Board 

policies  may give testimony regarding items on the agenda for action by the 

Board or for matters about which they have an interest or concern. 

 

 3. Demonstrations or demonstration devices will not be permitted at Board or 

committee meetings or hearings, nor will such demonstrations or demonstration 

devices be permitted within the buildings of the School District. 

 

 4. In addition to hearings before committees of the Board, the Board shall 

periodically conduct open hearings at which the public may make brief 

presentations on questions of general educational concern.  Such meetings shall 

be publicized in advance and their agenda shall first include persons who request 

in advance in writing to be heard. 

 

 Whenever issues identified by the participant are subject to remediation under 

policies and procedures of the Board, they shall be dealt with in accordance with 

those policies and procedures and the organizational structure of the District. 

 

 The Board requires that public participants be residents or taxpayers of this district 

or: 

  

 1. Anyone representing a registered nonprofit charitable group recognized under 

Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code within the community or School 

District. 

  

 2. Any District employee or independent contractor. 

 

 3. Any District student. 

 

4. Any parent/guardian of a District student. 

 

 All individuals wishing to participate in a public Board meeting shall register their 

intent with the Board Secretary in advance of the meeting and shall include the name 

and address of the participant, topic to be addressed and group affiliation, if 

applicable. 

 

 Participants must be recognized by the presiding officer and must preface their 

comments by an announcement of their name, address, and group affiliation if 

applicable. 
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 No participant may speak more than once on the same topic. 

 

 All statements shall be directed to the presiding officer; no participant may address 

or question Board members individually. 

 

 The presiding officer may: 

 

 1. Interrupt or terminate a participant's statement when the statement exceeds three 

(3) minutes, personally directed, abusive, obscene, or irrelevant. 

 

 2. Request any individual to leave the meeting when that person does not observe 

reasonable decorum. 

 

 3. Request the assistance of law enforcement officers to remove a disorderly person 

when his/her conduct interferes with the orderly progress of the meeting. 

 

 4. Call a recess or adjourn to another time when the lack of public decorum 

interferes with the orderly conduct of the meeting. 

 

 Electronic recording devices and cameras, in addition to those used as official 

recording devices, shall be permitted at public meetings under guidelines which may 

be established by the Board. 

 

 No placards or banners will be permitted within the meeting room. 

 

 The meeting agenda and all pertinent documents shall be available to the press and 

public at the meetings. 

 

  

PA Statute 

65 P.S. 

701 et seq. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


